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From the Left Seat 

Hello Aviators! 

Spring is upon us and itõs time to get those thoroughbreds out of the hangar and get them breathing Colora-
do air again.  The warmer temps and beautiful weather bring a new season of aviation events and we have 
some cool things in the works.  We are launching into spring with a great program at our next FNL Pilots 
Association members meeting March 27th.  òMountain Flyingó presented by Bill Standerfer.  Please try to 
make this meeting!!!  Being in close proximity to the mountains, you can never hear enough on this subject 
and the information you take home with you could save your life. 

 

Kim and I attended the Colorado Pilots Association Meet & Greet at Centennial Airport last weekend and 
what an awesome event it was.  Anne Beardall, CPA President, and her team put together a great oppor-
tunity for aviation organizations all over our Great State to gather and share ideas, events and opportuni-
ties.  CPA is putting together a comprehensive list of activities that the different aviation groups in the state 
have planned for 2014.  About 150 were in attendance and they represented the power players in Colorado 
aviation.  Everyone was able to share their knowledgebase on various subjects and, set into motion, plans 
for various multi-association events.  We came back with lots of new friends, alliances, tremendous opportu-
nities for KFNL, our organization and all aviators in Northern Colorado.  This week we will be working on 
several items that will bring tremendous exposure for KFNL and our organization.  I will keep you posted 
as the plans begin to firm up.  Special thanks to Joe Thibodeau for allowing us to use his three hangars and 
take a look at his awesome P-51 and Sea Fury. 

 

Several FNL Pilots Association members turned out for the Airport Development Board meeting Thursday, 
March 20th and it was a good thing we did.  The board is comprised of the Mayors from both Fort Collins 
and Loveland, City Managers, Legal, Engineering and Public Works officials.  Jason Licon, KFNL Direc-
tor, had several capital budget items that he has worked very hard on, to present to the Cityõs leadership for 

approval. Some of these items included, airport lighting replacement, a new fire truck to get KFNL in com-
pliance with the FAA requirements for TSA approval, a new building to house airport support equipment 
and the appropriation of funds for the complete reconstruction of Cessna, Gulfstream and the southern half 
of Lear streets.  There was much discussion amongst the Airport Development Board and concerns for ex-
penditures for the road work on Cessna and Gulfstream.  I and several members addressed concerns that 
were discussed and also presented our views on the impact to economic development with the roads current 
condition. After a good communication volley between all parties, the board approved all capital expendi-
tures and passed it up to the City Council for final appropriations.  So you can expect to see new road con-
struction sometime later this year.  Your leadership of the FNL Pilots Association continues to have our 
finger on the pulse of things that affect us as hangar owners, tenants and aviators at KFNL.  Members par-
ticipation is important!!!  I appreciate those that attended and shared their viewpoints. 

 

Letõs all try to do our part to take care of GA and KFNL.  Take a friend flying, mentor a new pilot, be at the 

meetings, share you knowledgebase.  Believe me!  It makes a difference.  J 

 

Your President, 

Rick Raesz 



 *** If you have an aviation story that you 

would like to share with us, feel free to email 

it to me at kim@raesz.com. *** 

www.coloradopilots.org 
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Air News  

Make sure that you have 

paid your dues. Here is 

the link so that you never 

miss out on anything that 

we do. 

Online Application 

Pay Your Dues 

You can now like us on  

 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

fnlpilots.org  

 

 

 

And one of the most important 

places you can go is to Our web-

site.  

www.fnlpilots.org 

Here are some links that may be of some interest to 

many of you. 

 Colorado Aviation Business Association 

Front Range Helicopters 

Mountain Aviation  

CROSSFIRE MAGNETO SERVICE 

http://crossfiremagneto.com 

Fly-In or Drive -In to KEIK   

 2nd Annual Fly -In / Drive -In Luncheon Potluck   

May 17, 2014 at Front Range Airport Watkins, CO 

April 26, 2014 Erie Municipal Airport Erie, CO 
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http://www.youngeagles.org/
http://www.sun-n-fun.org/
http://www.airventure.org/


Pilots frequently tout general aviation airplanes as time savers for business 

travelers, which is true. However, for the passengers, the time away from 

the office can decrease productivity when access to the outside world is cut 

off. Bendix/King  at the Aircraft Electronics Association convention on 

March 13 introduced a new system for connecting pilots and passengers to 

the Web at a cost and weight that is lower than systems available previous-

ly. The new AeroWave 100 is designed to provide high-speed in-flight In-

ternet solutions for everything from cabin-class piston twins through light 

jets.  

For more information click here...Bendix/King Internet System 

 

!ÌÕËÐßɤ*ÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌÚɯÕÌÞɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÊÖÕÕÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÚàÚÛÌÔ 
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Recently, I put an ad in the newsletter asking our members to send me their memories of the their first flight. This is a first 

flight memory from one of our members, Hunter Hughes... 

 

 

Since birth, I (Hunter Hughes), have been surrounded by flying. Military, Commercial and private aviation have been in-

fused into my genetics from my father and his father before him. I consider myself one of the lucky pilots of this world simply 

because I knew aviation was exciting from such an early age. Many pilots I have met; however, only discovered the wonders 

of flight after someone introduced the idea. 

 

Again, I consider myself lucky because I was presented with the option of learning to fly while I was in high school. My dad 

told me that if I wanted to be a pilot, he would match my financial contribution to the goal. with a high school job washing 

cars, I poured myself into earning my private pilots license within one year by age 17. That solo flight will never be forgotten. 

 

Now, I find myself at 200 mph, upside down, pulling 4Gs in a High Powered, Tail wheel, Experimental aircraft! Talk about 

feeling on top of the world! Also, a world of opportunities has been opened to me, the sky is my oyster, and it feels great. 

 

All of this has been possible because somebody encouraged me to try flying at a young age. All I needed was a start and I 

was hooked. *I think many pilots out there could agree with that statement. Now, I see my mission as encouraging other 

young people to consider flying. The FNL Pilots Association has given me an incredible outlet to do just this. If I could start 

it in high school, trust me, anyone could.   

 

By reaching out to High Schools, Middle Schools, and Colleges in, our Northern Colorado Area, we can provide the spark 

needed for a flying club to start up, for a young adult to visit the airport for a discovery flight, and for our youth take flight.  

 

As a message to all of our Members, please reach out to me if you have any connections or ideas that will help in this shared 

mission for our community's youth. You may reach me by email at c.hunterhughes@gmail.com or by phone at (970) 278-

2316. Thank you. 

 

 

If you would like to be featured in the newsletter with your First Flight Memory, please email it to me at kim@raesz.com. 

First Flight Memories  

http://bendixking.com/
http://www.aopa.org/News-and-Video/All-News/2014/March/14/Bendix-King-AeroWave-100.aspx?WT.mc_sect=tec&WT.mc_id=140321epilot
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mailto:kim@raesz.com


Community Meet and Greet 

Saturday March 22nd, we had the opportunity to attend the Colorado Pilots Association Meet and Greet event 

at Centennial Airport. Joe Thibodeau graciously hosted the event in his hangars. All of our events were put 

onto the calendars. This will help get the word out about KFNL. Ann Beardall, CPA President put together a 

great event. It was great to connect with fellow aviators and make new friends and connections from all over 

Colorado. www.coloradopilots.org 
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