
Mar 28, 2013 7:00p.m.  Pilot Refresher Course (TBD) 

Apr 25, 2013 7:00p.m.  Pilot Refresher Course—FAA Safety/WINGS Program & 

                                   More                                 John Mitchell & Bill Standerfer 

May18, 2013 11:00a.m. BBQ Meeting with EAA at the Jet Center 

Jun 22, 2013 11:00a.m. BBQ Meeting (Semi-Annual Meeting, w/EAA, Open House) 

    Jet Center 

Jul  04, 2013   Weekend Collins Foundation Event (date not set yet). 

Aug 10, 2013 11:00a.m. BBQ Meeting (with EAA) 

Sep 26, 2013 7:00p.m.  Pilot Refresher Course (TBD) 

Oct 24,  2013 7:00p.m.  Pilot Refresher Course (TBD) 

Nov 21, 2013 7:00p.m.  Pilot Refresher Course (TBD) 

SCHEDULE  FOR  THE  YEAR  
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THE  REST  OF  THE  STORY:  AS  TOLD  BY  STEVE  WOLF 

    It is always good to hear exciting things from one of 

our own. This is a story told by our very own member 

Steve Wolf. In his own words…. In addition to serving 

as Secretary of the FNL Pilots Association, I serve as our 

airports AOPA Airport Support Network Volunteer.  I've 

held this position at all three of my based airports -- 

KLZU Gwinnett County Airport in Lawrenceville, GA; 

4N1 Greenwood Lake Airport in West Milford, NJ; and 

here. 2,500 ASN volunteers around the country partici-

pate in their airports and watch and listen for any early 

signs of trouble. 

     When I heard that the town of Excelsior Springs, MO, 

was working to close their airport (3EX), my first re-

sponse was to contact my support system at AOPA; what 

were they doing to keep this from happening? I found 

out that AOPA had written a strong letter of support for 

the airport to the City Council, and was working with 

3EX ASN Volunteer Sarah Dickerson. But their options 

were limited, because 3EX does not receive any FAA 

funding and so is not obligated to stay open. 

     Sarah did a wonderful job of reaching out to pilot 

groups around the country asking for support. Pilot fo-

rums, including  Pilots of America 

(http://www.pilotsofamerica.com) and Cessna Pilots 

Society (http://cessna-pilots.net, where I first heard of it) 

were alerted, and there was an online petition to sign in 

support of 3EX.      

     In addition to Sarah's excellent letter to the editor 

(http://www.excelsiorspringsstandard.com/opinion/es-airport/), 

other letters of support began pouring in from pilots 

around the country.   

     This outpouring of support had a measurable 

effect on the members of the City Council. They 

were planning a quiet little working session on 

Friday, February 1, to solidify their plans on the 

airport's closure, which they would then vote on 

the following Monday, February 4, at their regu-

lar council meeting.  But due in great part to the 

intense publicity generated by Sarah, instead of 

closing the airport, they completely reversed 

course and passed a resolution in support of the 

airport, and immediately started working on im-

provements recommended by the state Depart-

ment of Transportation 

(http://www.excelsiorspringsstandard.com/news/city-

council-approves-airport-plan/). 

     I was very happy to learn this, and suggested 

on the Cessna Pilots Society forum that there 

should be a celebratory pancake breakfast. Word 

got back to Sarah, and a breakfast was planned 

for Saturday, March 16.  Continued on Page 4... 
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Inside a Modern Duke 

The new FNL Logo was designed 

by RCOM Corp. 

www.rcomcorp.com 
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L O C K  A N D  L INK  I T  
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Here are some links that may 

be of some interest to many of 

you.  Whether you are looking 

to get your private Helicopter 

license or a $100 hamburger. 

Colorado Heli-Ops Home Page  

 Colorado Aviation Business 

Association 

Blue Sky Bistro 

 

 

One of the highlights of the 

year is going to Oshkosh 

AirVenture each year. If you 

are unable to make it; no prob-

lem you can be there virtually. 

Just click here: 

www.airventure.org 

AirVenture Air Operations Not Adversely 

Impacted by Oshkosh Tower Closure 

Not to be out done by Sun~n~Fun in 

Florida. A great time is had here 

too… www.sun-n-fun.org 

 

 

 

 

And one of the most im-

portant places you can go is to 

Our website.  

www.fnlpilots.org 

Be sure to make sure that 

you have your dues in. 

Here is the link so that you 

never miss out on anything 

that we do. 

Online Application 

Pay Your Dues 

 

The FAA on March 22 announced 

the 149 federal contract towers that 

will be closing as a result of seques-

tration. The impacted towers will 

close over a four-week period begin-

ning April 7. The agency has not yet 

released the specific dates of closures 

but has said it will release more in-

formation over the coming weeks. 

According to the FAA, of the 189 

federal contract towers initially con-

sidered for closure, 24 will remain 

FAA TO  C LO SE  14 9  TOW ER S  

 

Tecnam to Unveil Astore LSA at AERO Next Month  

Tecnam announced this week it will introduce a new light-sport aircraft, the Astore, at 

next month's AERO 2013 Friedrichshafen in Germany. Tecnam, which marks its 65th 

anniversary this year, calls the Astore 'an all-new, two-seat, low-wing aeroplane that 

offers superlative performance.'  

 

Click on the link above to see this 

good interactive map that shows 

CDOT Mountain AWOS, Moun-

tain Airports, Recreational Air-

ports, Mountain Passes, Mountain 

Peaks Above 14K, and even Fatal 

Accidents from 2000-2009. 

Robert 'Shorty' Rankin Leaves Behind Historic Milestones  

Col. Robert J. 'Shorty' Rankin, the first P-47 pilot to 

destroy five German Me 109 fighters in a single mis-

sion, passed away at his winter home in Jensen 

Beach, Florida, on March 14 at the age of 94.  

A I R  N E WS  

If helicopters are so 
safe, how come 

there are no vintage 
helicopter fly-ins?  

open, as well as 16 FAA contract tow-

er cost share sites that must remain 

open because they receive some con-

gressional funds. For more on this arti-

cle, follow this link...http://

www.aopa.org/advocacy/

articles/2013/130322faa-to-release-list-of-
tower-closures.html?

cmp=CMP=News:S2T 

Also a list of the tower closures… 

http://download.aopa.org/
advocacy/130322tower-closures.pdf 

http://www.coloradoheliops.com/?utm_source=Copy+of+Copy+of+Feb+Notice&utm_campaign=safety+meetings&utm_medium=email
http://www.mycaba.org/?utm_source=Copy+of+Copy+of+Feb+Notice&utm_campaign=safety+meetings&utm_medium=email
http://www.mycaba.org/?utm_source=Copy+of+Copy+of+Feb+Notice&utm_campaign=safety+meetings&utm_medium=email
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http://download.aopa.org/advocacy/130322tower-closures.pdf
http://download.aopa.org/advocacy/130322towers-open.pdf
http://www.eaa.org/news/2013/2013-03-21_tecnam-to-unveil-astore-lsa-at-aero.asp
http://www.eaa.org/news/2013/2013-03-21_robert-shorty-rankin-leaves-behind-historic-milestones.asp
http://download.aopa.org/advocacy/130322towers-open.pdf
http://download.aopa.org/advocacy/130322tower-cost-share.pdf
http://download.aopa.org/advocacy/130322tower-cost-share.pdf
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2013/130322faa-to-release-list-of-tower-closures.html?cmp=CMP=News:S2T
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2013/130322faa-to-release-list-of-tower-closures.html?cmp=CMP=News:S2T
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2013/130322faa-to-release-list-of-tower-closures.html?cmp=CMP=News:S2T
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2013/130322faa-to-release-list-of-tower-closures.html?cmp=CMP=News:S2T
http://www.aopa.org/advocacy/articles/2013/130322faa-to-release-list-of-tower-closures.html?cmp=CMP=News:S2T
http://download.aopa.org/advocacy/130322tower-closures.pdf
http://download.aopa.org/advocacy/130322tower-closures.pdf
http://coloradopilots.org/


  Last month’s FNL Academics went very well. Ap-
proximately 30 members attended. Jason & Larry 
gave a good overview of the upcoming construction 
to the airfield. They discussed the “blended air-
space” initiative and the finances of the airport, as 
well as the affects of Allegiant Air’s departure. 

     The next academics are scheduled for March 
28th. Dash Wilmot will give a brief “How to walk 
away from an unplanned collision with the ground”; 
which he will discuss his F-16 accident and some 

lessons learned. 

Pilot Academics 
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FAA GRANTS  ARLINGTON  P OLICE  DEPARTMENT  PERMISSION  TO  FLY  UAV S 

The police department in Arlington can now use new tools in support of public safety over the Texas urban community – 

two small helicopter Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs). The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has granted per-

mission for the Arlington police to fly these unmanned aircraft under certain circumstances: they must fly under 400 feet, 

only in the daytime, be in sight of the operator and a safety observer, and be in contact with the control tower at the near-

by Dallas-Fort Worth airport – one of the busiest in the country. 

Arlington is situated midway between Dallas and Fort 

Worth in Texas, and is already famous as the home of 

the Dallas Cowboys football and the Texas Rangers 

baseball teams, who have their stadiums side-by-side 

near the Six Flags over Texas theme park. Two years 

ago this complex played host to the Superbowl, when 

over 103,000 fans attended this single event. With sce-

narios like this, you can understand this police depart-

ment wanting to be prepared for any contingency and 

two years ago Arlington was one of the first police 

departments to begin training with small helicopter 

UAVs. 

The UAV in question is the Leptron Avenger, made in 

Utah by Leptron Industrial Helicopters. They are 

about 5 feet long and can stay aloft on battery power for about an hour. The Arlington Police originally acquired its first 

UAV with a grant from the Department of Homeland Security to support security for the Superbowl. 

Sgt. Christopher Cook, representative of the Arlington Police department, stated that the small helos will only be used in 

situations that a manned helicopter would be used, and will not be used for police pursuits or for traffic enforcement. Typ-

ical uses might be to take crime scene photos from above, or to look for a missing person. 

Arlington Police Department is one of more than 80 entities that have so far applied to the FAA for permission to fly 

drones in U.S. airspace. The Arlington UAV deployment is significant because Arlington is a major urban area with a 

large population, and it contains one of the nation’s busiest airports – Dallas Fort Worth International. Arlington is also 

home to two other small airports, and the main Bell Helicopter factory.  

Looking for Something To Do this Summer 

Are you looking for something to do this summer or a 

meaningful vacation? Oshkosh is looking for volunteers this 

year. Just go to the website and fill out the online paperwork 

to put your name in the hat. Here is the link: 

http://www.eaa.org/support/volunteer.asp 

FAA Safety Team | Safer Skies Through Education 

New Issue of FAA Safety Briefing Now Available 

Notice Number: NOTC4612 

 

Here’s is a link to all the information: 

 www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing  
Air view of Wisconsin 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/08/drone-list-domestic-police-law-enforcement-surveillance_n_2647530.html
http://www.eaa.org/support/volunteer.asp
http://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing


My wife Julie and I decided we'd attend, 

even though it's four hours from here. 

     The Cessna Pilots Society board decided 

it would be a great idea to present the 

Mayor of Excelsior Springs with a certifi-

cate of appreciation for his support of the 

airport.  Four CPS pilots were planning to 

attend, and we'd all make the presentation 

together.  Julie and I decided that for a 7am 

CDT breakfast, it would be best if we arrive 

Friday evening and spend the night.  We 

booked a room at the historic hotel in town, 

The Elms. 

     We arrived at the 2,000' strip around 

5pm. The place was deserted.  Julie went to 

use the facilities, and came back to report, 

"The door days we need a code." I suggest-

ed the Unicom frequency, 1227. She said 

the numbers only go to 5. Hmm. 

     I called Sarah from my cell phone. She 

said the code is, aptly enough, the emergen-

cy frequency! That worked, and one prob-

lem was solved. But The Elms doesn't have 

shuttle service to the airport. Sarah said she 

and her husband Jim would come get us. 

 I snapped this picture while we were wait-

ing. That's Julie reading on the bench. 

We checked into the hotel, and then joined Sa-

rah and Jim at a trivia contest fundraiser for the 

local museum. Although we thought we were 

doing pretty well as a team of four, we finished 

tied for last place. We had a blast! 

     

Back to the hotel, and up the next morning for 

pancakes and politics. The ceilings were very 

low, so my CPS buddies weren't able to attend. 

     I sat down at a table occupied by two other 

men. One was relating how his grandpa used to 

pick him up at the airport when he was a boy 

and fly him to grandma's house. Sarah quietly 

relayed to me through Julie that this was one of 

the council members who is not all that keen 

about keeping the airport open. So as I en-

tered the conversation I casually mentioned 

that my wife and I were there spending mon-

ey in his town specifically because of the 

airport. He told me that he considers the 

airport to be important to the town. I'm sure 

he was being as sincere as a politician can 

be, but I did sense that he is warming to the 

airport. 

        The time came to present the certificate 

to Hizzoner the Mayor (who has always 

been a supporter of the airport).  Afterwards, 

a city official who is not a pilot but is defi-

nitely an airport advocate was talking to me 

about what a huge impression my wife's and 

my presence had on the attendees. Shucks, I 

was just there for the pancakes. 

     While we were waiting for the 1,200' 

ceiling to lift a bit, we sat in on the charter 

meeting of a new chapter of the Antique 

Aircraft Association, which the pancake 

breakfast had benefited. We took off for 

home confident that little 3EX is in good 

hands. 

Thanks Steve, for sharing your tales with us. 

*** If you have an aviation story that you 

would like to share with us, feel free to 

email it to me at kim@raesz.com. *** 

Continued from Page 1; The Rest of the Story 

Have You Noticed the Big Hangar Being Built? 
A look inside the Box 

      I think everyone has noticed the big 

hangar being built just off of the airport 

property. Dare I say it is a big box? 

Otter Box that is. Here is a look inside 

the box and a brief history. 

     Otter started in 1998 and in 2010 is 

when Otter Air began. September 27th 

was the first flight with a Lear 60 and 2 

pilots. In  2011, there were 3 pilots, 1 

line tech and a Lear 31. 

In 2012, they were up to 6 pilots, 2 

mechanics, 1 flight sched-

uler/administrator, and 1 line tech. By 

2012 the total hours for their fleet was 

1,100 hours. This included a GIV at 

100 hrs., LEAR 60 at 600 hrs., and a LEAR 

31 rounding off at 400 hrs. 

 

In 2012, the total days were 318, with 518 

total flights. There were 240 departure flights 

from FNL. 

 

mailto:kim@raesz.com


A VIATION  C LASSIFIEDS  
This is a new section that we will have to advertise any hangars, 
planes, aviation related merchandise for sale or wanted. Please email 
me @ kim@raesz.com with ads that you would like to insert. There is 
no charge for the ads. 

 

Rob Pehkonen 

rpehkonen@GoMaytag.com 

970-222-3114   

Needs a 1/4 partner on a Seneca III and 1/4 hangar. 

 

Chris & Patty Pettine   

cpettine1@gmail.com   

970-631-2292   

Needs a 1/3 partner. 

Retired AF Pilot. 

 

James Hays james_hays@me.com                                             Check this link for hangars for rent or wanted at FNL... 

970-797-0732     402-517-6797 (Inquired recently about my plane??)                                Rent, Lease, or Wanted 

 

          Joe Essert  307-760-5191 

         1/2 partnership in a 1960 Bonanza  M35 

And if you just want to shop, try these sites: 

http://www.barnstormers.com/ 

 

http://www.trade-a-plane.com/ 

John Travolta’s Home in Florida 

Just  

Plane  

Funny 

mailto:kim@raesz.com
mailto:rpehkonen@GoMaytag.com
mailto:cpettine1@gmail.com
mailto:james_hays@me.com
http://www.fnlpilots.org/documents/hangars/hangars%20for%20sale%20or%20rent.pdf
http://www.barnstormers.com/
http://www.trade-a-plane.com/

