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From the Left Seat
Hello Aviators!
I hope to find you all well and ready for the spring flying season.
I had told you in last month’s column that I was working on some great events for our airport, and now I have
some very exciting news for you. KFNL will be hosting the Rocky Mountain Aviation Expo on June 21 st 2014. The
RMA Expo was formally held at the Front Range Airport and due to some facilities conflict and, working with the
Colorado Pilots Association executive events team, I was able to arrange for the event to be moved to KFNL. This
is an awesome opportunity for FNL and, in addition, the big news is AOPA will be attending with President Mark
Baker hosting a “Town Hall” meeting. The event will host about 30 – 40 vendors of various aviation related products, as well as, 20 -30 manufactured airplanes on display for your review and, several noted aviation speakers
will present various topics of discussion in the modular buildings.
This is a tremendous opportunity for our airport and we look forward to many great events in the future. There
will be lots of local and national press to provide exposure for our amazing airport and this will attract other aviation events. So please mark your calendars for June 21st and plan to take advantage of the aviation seminars and
demonstrations. More info on the event is included in this newsletter. If you are interested in volunteering to help
during the event please email me at rick@raesz.com and I will put you on the list and keep you posted as the event
draws closer.
On another note, your Officers and Board of Directors have been working diligently with the Cities Mayors, City
Council and Airport Director Jason Licon to keep the airport facilities and businesses growing strong. At the last
Airport Steering Committee Meeting on 3/20 there were several capital airport improvement items that were on
the slate for approval. I’m happy to report that all appropriations for these projects were approved by the committee. A few of these items include, a complete replacement of the roads Cessna and Gulfstream, a new fire truck
to bring us into the new compliance regulations of the FAA for an airport our size and with the services offered
and, some airport lighting will be replaced with the new high tech LED lighting. All of these items will make a tremendous difference for us all and will provide a more attractive proposition for future economic development and
growth. The input that the FNL Pilots Association provides during these committee meetings is imperative to the
direction and success of the decisions. I invite every member that is interested to attend these meetings. You
might be surprised at what you will learn and you will walk away from the meeting feeling like your participation
made a difference. These meetings are held every other month at the Loveland Chamber of Commerce Visitors
Center. The next meeting will be on May 15th at 3:30pm. Hope to see you there!
Kim and I have been representing our FNL Pilots Association and EAA Chapter 515 at various youth events in
northern Colorado. We have been met with a resounding response to our “Youth in aviation initiative”. We have
a few aviation career days scheduled at various Jr. High and High Schools over the next few months. We are utilizing the AOPA aviation career planning curriculum “Path to Aviation” which provides a complete lesson plan for
the teachers and workbooks for the students. Teachers have a complete package that gives them the ability to present various aviation subjects and to discuss aviation career options. There are several lesson plans they can
chose from including, “Learning the Language of Aviation”, “What are the parts of an airplane”, “How does and
airplane fly?”, “Who are the pioneers and heroes of aviation?” and many others. We could use some help
thou….. If any of you are interested in becoming a mentor to one or more of these young potential aviators please
let me know. It is an amazing feeling to see the excitement and enthusiasm in the eyes and faces of these kids
when they learn about aviation and the possibilities it brings as a career option. Just imagine the impact you could
have when fifty years from now a guy or gal is telling their grandkids how there was this person that gave them an
airplane ride or encouraged them to become an aviator that forever changed their life.
Become a pioneer in the quest to make a difference in general aviation.
Until next time, may you have clear skies and the wind at your back.
Over to you,
Rick
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Here are some links that may be of some interest to
many of you.
Colorado Aviation Business Association

Front Range Helicopters

And one of the most important
places you can go is to Our website.

Mountain Aviation

www.fnlpilots.org
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Make sure that you have
paid your dues. Here is
the link so that you never
miss out on anything that
we do.
Online Application
Pay Your Dues
You can now like us on

*** If you have an aviation story that you
would like to share with us, feel free to email
it to me at kim@raesz.com. ***

https://
www.facebook.com/
fnlpilots.org

Air News
www.coloradopilots.org
CROSSFIRE MAGNETO SERVICE

http://crossfiremagneto.com

Fly-In or Drive-In to KEIK
April 26, 2014 Erie Municipal Airport Erie, CO

2nd Annual Fly-In / Drive-In Luncheon Potluck
May 17, 2014 at Front Range Airport Watkins, CO
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OpenAirplane Expands to Individual Aircraft Owners
OpenAirplane plans to radically reinvent aircraft rentals by allowing private owners to list their airplanes
on the company’s website and rent them to qualified pilots.
Some owners will get tax advantages, and insurance costs will only rise slightly through a newly negotiated arrangement with Starr Aviation Insurance.
“This changes the economics of owning an airplane,” said OpenAirplane Founder Rod Rakic. “We’re
making it possible for well qualified pilots to pay owners to fly their airplanes and defray the cost of ownership.”
Most of the roughly 150,000 piston aircraft in the U.S. fleet fly less than 100 hours a year—and a lack of
utilization can accelerate engine and airframe wear and increase the hourly cost of operation.
Owners set rental rates and control access to their aircraft. About 6,000 pilots have registered to rent
aircraft through OpenAirplane, and more than 180 aircraft are available to them in 52 cities.
OpenAirplane shares similarities with the restaurant site Open Table, and it borrows from the success
of online firms such as Airbnb which many homeowners use to rent out their property to visitors.
OpenAirplane allows pilots and aircraft owners to list their aircraft free, and pilots must pass a comprehensive checkout before renting airplanes in the network.
OpenAirplane handles the billing for aircraft owners and sends them a federal 1099 tax form at the end
of the fiscal year.

We are Proud to announce that KNFL Fort Collins-Loveland Airport will be the host for the 4th Annual Rocky Mountain
Aviation Expo for 2014!
No Admission charge and free parking!
Breakfast will be available starting at 7:00 a.m.
Door Prizes, activities, food and fun for the whole family!
Light Sport Aircraft, Warbirds, and Helicopters will be here this year.
Take advantage of the aviation seminars and demonstrations!
Extra Exciting News:
AOPA will present a town hall meeting with President, Mark Baker over the lunch hour. AOPA Air Safety Institute representatives will offer seminars in the morning and afternoon sessions.

If you are interested in volunteering contact Rick Raesz, President of FNL Pilots Association at rick@raesz.com.

What did you Miss?…. Thank you Bill Standerfer for presenting the “Mountain Flying Short Course” last
month. Very informative and great slides for mountain flying.
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FAA Safety Team | Safer Skies Through Education
Check out the latest issue of FAA Safety Briefing
Notice Number: NOTC5282
The recently published March/April 2014 issue of FAA Safety Briefing offers insights into getting back into
the flying game after a period of inactivity. In addition to the detailed feature articles, a number of the regular departments offer personal advice on the subject. In Jumpseat, Director of Flight Standards John Duncan discusses his own plan to get back in the air after a medical hiatus. In Checklist, Editor Susan Parson
explains how important stall awareness is even if you don’t like to practice them. In Nuts, Bolts, and Electrons, Assistant Editor Sabrina Woods talks about the maintenance concerns you may encounter in getting
your aircraft back in the game. To view all these articles and more please visit:
http://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/

FNL Shirts are still available!
Men’s and Women’s FNLPA embroidered polo shirts are now available to order on our
website. www.fnlpilots.org. The price of each shirt is $25.00. You can choose to have your
name included at no extra charge. This is a great way to gain exposure for our group.
White t-shirts for only $15.00 each. The white t-shirts will be available at the meetings.
Starting in 2014 we will be added more products such as coffee mugs, hats, etc.

Rocky Mountain Forestry Service
The Rocky Mountain Forestry Service will be using our facilities at KFNL starting April 1, 2014 through July 31,
2014. They will be occupying the terminal building and the ramp on that end. If the C-130’s come in then a virtual
control tower will be put into place to mange all arrivals and departures. There will no air carriers using the airport
during this time.
Rocky Mountain Forestry Service

Be sure the check your NOTAMS!

A Request from the Editor...
If you have photos, articles or
topics that you would like to see
in the newsletter, please email
me at kim@raesz.com .

The weather has given us a run for our
money and lives the last week or so. Be
sure that you check your NOTAMS to
make sure that there aren’t any interference with search and rescue efforts that
are still in effect.

www.fortloveair.com
Fort Love Airport Facebook

A Note From the Airport Manager….

There will be NO construction on the airside (runway, taxiway and apron) portion of
the airport this summer. We will be re-painting all the runway and taxiway markings. This will take place starting in mid-June and will begin with the taxiway A1
(yellow paint) and work north to A5. After completion of the taxiway re-painting,
the runway painting (white paint) will begin and will be conducted at night (10pm5am). The runway will be NOTAM closed. We estimate the runway painting
should take about five nights and we will advise with more details as we get closer.
The motorcycle/bicycle gate-exit openers have been installed and are operational on
Gate #2 and #4. We ask all motorcycle and bicycle riders (or anything else besides
an automobile) to exit the hangar areas through these two gates and NOT to exit Gate
#1 adjacent to the jetCenter.
We remind everyone entering through the Security Gates to please STOP after entering and allow the gate to close before proceeding. A few individuals are getting in
the habit of driving on without stopping, thus allowing other vehicles to enter
without having to “swipe” the access badge. We ask for your cooperation.

Jason Licon, Airport Manager
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Chris & Patty Pettine
cpettine1@gmail.com 970-631-2292
Needs a 1/3 partner for a 1979
C-180 Retired AF Pilot.
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C LASSIFIEDS

Joe Essert 307-760-5191
1/2 partnership in a 1960 Bonanza M35
For Sale - Sonbrai 2 Project - 85% complete with most parts to finish. Contact Edward
Lawrence (970) 481-4491 wa5swd@att.net

Two 1/4 shares in 1979 Turbo 182RG for sale.
Brand new rebuilt engine and new prop, heated
hangar. Monte Florea 970.481.1391 campuscash@comcast.net

FNL T-Hangar Available - 5090 Grumman #1 New End Unit, Heated and Insulated.
Contact Chuck Carpenter 970-215-5540 cjcarpenter@gmail.com
And if you just want to shop, try these sites:
http://www.barnstormers.com/
For Sale. 1972 Cessna 182P based at KFNL. 5186TT, 452 SFRM, fresh annual, LR tanks, 56K. http://www.trade-a-plane.com/
www.airplanemart.com
Contact Steve Hoffman harleypilot12@yahoo.com
This website also has a Facebook page.
For Sale - Sonbrai 2 Project - 85% complete with most parts to finish.
Contact Edward Lawrence (970) 481-4491 wa5swd@att.net
For Sale - 1972 Cherokee Six 300 - 1/5 Ownership - Based @ KFNL- Click Here for Details

This is a new section that we will have to advertise any hangars, planes, aviation related merchandise for sale or wanted.
Please email me @ kim@raesz.com with ads that you would like to insert. There is no charge for these ads.

For a complete list of hangar for sale or lease check out our website… http://www.fnlpilots.org/hangars.pdf
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